Sputum occult blood screening for lung cancer. Stage II screening of 14,431 subjects.
Sputum occult blood screening (SOBS) for lung cancer was performed in outpatients with suspected lung cancer. A total of 1011 patients were seen. Among them, 604 patients were found to be negative for SOBS, and 407 were found to be positive. The false-negative rate was 3.97% (24 of 604), and the opposite positive rate was 19.65% (80 of 407). A total of 14,431 normal subjects over 40 years of age were screened by SOBS. In the series, 1942 specimens were found to be positive. Among the 1942 patients, 31 were found to have definite cancer cells.